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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE  
 
Bill L. Weaver was born in Glasgow, Kentucky on 17 January 1941.  He graduated from 
College High School in Bowling Green, Kentucky in 1958, then received his bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from Western Kentucky State College (now WKU) in 1962 and 1964 
respectively.  In 1967, while in graduate school at Indiana University, Weaver was offered a 
position at West Texas State University in Canyon, Texas on the recommendation of Ercell 
Egbert, one of his former professors at WKU.  Weaver arrived at West Texas State in August 
1967, where he met another faculty member, also a WKU alumnus and former student of Miss 
Egbert’s, Lowell Harrison.  Harrison was about to return to WKU to join the history faculty as a 
professor and graduate advisor. 
In September 1968 Weaver followed Harrison to WKU, where he served as a staff 
assistant in the Graduate College and a history instructor.  From 1975-1977, Weaver took a 
leave of absence to continue his doctoral studies at Indiana University, but in 1977 he accepted 
a position in the Office of Educational Development at the University of Alabama-Birmingham 
School of Medicine.  Weaver completed his Ph.D. in 1979 and retired from the faculty at the 
University of Alabama in 2006.  Harrison retired from WKU in 1988, but continued to conduct 
research and publish.  He died in 2011.   
 
 
COLLECTION NOTE  
 
 This collection consists almost entirely of correspondence between Bill L. Weaver and 
Lowell H. Harrison.  The correspondence begins in 1975 and ends in 2011 with Harrison’s 
death.  Both write in detail regarding their families, their personal activities, and their research, 
publication and scholarship.  Harrison offers Weaver a broad range of news and candid 
comment about Western Kentucky University, including administrative and faculty changes, 
athletics, and goings-on within the Department of History.  They also exchange some news and 
comment about West Texas State University.  Included in Folder 5 is Weaver’s letter to 
Harrison’s sister Bobbie written upon learning of his death, and his tribute to Harrison sent to 
WKU’s alumni magazine. 
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